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St. Matt. XXVIII. 20. latter Part. 


And lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the End of the World. 


given him to do, was now about to he 
Pas 2/or:fied with him in Heaven, not 
only with the Glory, which he had 
worth him before the World was; but 
alſo with that, which he had purchaſed for himſelf 
by the Redemption of fallen Man. And therefore 
he thought proper before his Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
to command his Apoſtles to publiſh he glad Tidings 
of Salvation, which ſhould be to all People; and to in- 
troduce that Command with the Declaration of his 
own Almighty Power. All Power 7s given unto me St. Matthew 
in Heaven and in Earth. Gs ye therefore, and teac TOs 10 
A 2 „ 


2 Tim. ii. 
15. 
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all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teaching 
them to obſerve all things, whatſoever I bave commanded 


you, This was the great Commiſſion of the Apoſtles, 


which I ſhall not preſume to open farther, than is 
neceſſary to the full Illuſtration ef the Text annexed 
to it: And lo, I am with you alway, even unto the End 
of the World. 

For I know in what Preſence I am, and that I 
have now the Honour to ſpeak before that Superiour 
Order, by which the ſacred Legation in a rightful | 
Succeſſion from the Apoſtles is moſt juſtly claimed ; 
while to us of the Second Order we acknowledge it 


to be reached down by them ; and that we have re- 


ceived our Authority to Preach, and to-Baptize, and, 
as with all Humility we hope, the Divine Xapioꝶa, the 
Gift of the Spirit by the Laying-on of their Hands ; 
to the Stirring up of which let me intreat your 
Prayers to the Throne of Grace, that I may have a 
right Judgment in all Things relating to this Holy | 
Subject, and ſhunning profane and vain Bablings, ſhew | 
myſelf approved unto God, a Workman that need not be |} 
aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth, while 1 
attempt, 


I. To explain the Words. 
II. To prove the great Truth of the Text. 
III. To apply it to the Buſineſs of this great Chri- 
ſtian Solemnity. 


I. As 


Chrift with his Church. 5 


I. As to the Words of the Text, and lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the End of the World ; the Con- 
junction and couples, while the Senſe connects them 
with the Sentence going before; o is a Note of Warn- 
ing and Admiration, to beſpeak the particular Atten- 
tion of the Hearers, and their Regard to what is go- 
ing to be faid; Tam with you; to be with 'any one 
carries a peculiar Emphaſis, and Energy with it in 
Holy Scripture, when ſpoken by God ; but there are 
two moſt remarkable Inſtances, and moſt proper for 
our Purpoſe. I ben the Lord appeared unto Moſes in Exodus ii. 
a Flame of Fire out of the Midft of a Buſh, and ſaid 0 
unto him, I will fend thee unto Pharoah, that thou mayeſt 
bring forth my People, the Children of Iſrael out of 
Egypt; and Moſes ſaid unto God, who am I, that I 
ſhould go unto Pharoah, and that T ſhould bring forth 
the Children of Iſrael out of Egypt? And he (the Lord) 
ſaid, Certainly I will be with thee, Again, When the gur. i, 3, 
Mord of the Lord came unto Jeremiah ſaying, Before J, 7, 8. 
formed thee in the Belly, I knew thee; and before thou 
cameſt forth out of the Womb, I ſanctiſied thee, and or- 
dained thee a Prophet unto the Nations: Then ſaid be, 
Ab, Lord God, behold J cannot ſpeak, for J am a Child: 
But the Lord ſaid unto him, ſay not, I am a Child, for 
thou ſhalt go to all, that I ſhall ſend thee ; and whatſo- 
ever I command thee, thou ſhalt ſpeak ; be not afraid of 
their Faces, for I am with thee, ſaith the Lord. In 
theſe Inſtances the Words, I vill be with thee, and 
I am with thee, contain a Promiſe of God's inviſible 
Preſence, 


Jehovah. 


Iſaiah xlix. 


156. 
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1 immediate Aſſiſtance, and Protection to the 


Perſons commiſſion'd by him. 


And in the ſame Senſe, if J am not miſtaken, we 
may receive, and underſtand the Words, 1 am ith 


you, in the Text, as containing a Promiſe from God 
the Son to the Apoſtles of his inviſible Preſence with 


them, and of his immediate Protection, and Aſſiſtance 
in the Execution of his Divine Commands. The great 
mm ON the ever-exiſtent Being, as that Word 
is well tranſlated by the Septuagint, who ſpake to 
Maſes in the Burning-Buſh, and ordained Jeremiab, a 
Prophet to the Nations, and promiſed to be with them, 
when being manifeſted in the Fleſh, he became Em- 
manuel, according to the true Import of that Name, 
empowered the bleſſed Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel, 
and made the fame Promiſe to be with them to pro- 
tect, and aſliſt them in gathering all Nations into his 
Church. And therefore, Liſten, O ye Iſles, unto them, 
and hearhken, ye People, from far —— it is a light 
thing, that Chriſt ſhould be God's Servant to raiſe up 
the Tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the Preſerved of 
Iſrael, le hath given him alſo for a Light unto the 
Gentiles, that he may be a Salvation to the Ends of the 
Earth, Alway, Tacas Tas nuspas, all Days, upon all 
and every Occaſion Chriſt will be thus with the 
Apoſtles in the Execution of their great Commiſſion, 
even unto the End of the World, ds Tis our 
17 div, even to the Concluſion of the Age, or of 
the Reign of Him the Mefitah ; for Chriſt's Media- 
torial Kingdom was now begun, and in it be muſt reign, 

as 
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as St. Paul inſtructeth us, 1/l he hath put all Enemies 1 Cor. xv. 
under his Feet ; and when all Things ſhall be ſubdued * 
unto him, then ſhall the Son alſo 225 be ſubject unto 

him, that put all Things under bim; and then cometh the 

End, when he ſhall have delivered up the Kingdom ta 

God, even the Father, that God may be all in all. 
Therefore to ſay the Truth, ſomething more appears 

to be meant by the Promiſe of the Text, than God 

the Son's inviſible Preſence with the Apoſtles ; it 

ſeems there to be ſpoken by him, as the King Meſſiab, 

or in other Words, the Man Chri/t Jeſus : For there 

is a particular Emphaſis in the Original, EY Ne 

voy api, Which is not very perceptible in the Engliſh 
Language ; in which the Nominative Pronoun is ge- 

nerally expreſſed, *Eyw, I, the King Mefſtah, to whom 

in reward of my Sufferings and Death, all Power in 
Heaven and in Earth, upon my Reſurrefion from the 

Grave, hath been lately given, am with you my Apoſtles 

even unto the End of the World. For the Holy Ghoſt 

by St. Paul teacheth us, that becauſe being in the Form Phils. i. 


of God he made himſelf of no Reputation, and took *» 0, 7, 3, 9, 


upon him the Form of a Servant, and was made in the X16 ahi 
Likeneſs of Men; and being found in Faſhion, as a 
Man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto 
Death, even the Death of the Croſs. Wherefore God 
alſo hath highly exalted him, and given him a Name, 
which is above every Name; that at the Name , Teſus 
every Knee ſhould bow, both. of Things in Heaven, and 
Things in Earth, and Things under the Earth, and every 


Tongue ſhould ds that Feſus Chriſt is Lord, or rather 
according 
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cording to the exact Order of the Greek, that the 
Lord Tejus is the Chriſt, to the Glory of God the Fa- 
her. For upon this Rock, this firm Foundation of the 
Matt. xvi. true Faith that Jeſus is the Chriſt, which God the Fa- 
10,17, 18. ther revealed to St. Peter, and which St. Peter firſt con- 
feſſed to Chriſt himſelf, and afterwards firſt preached 
Ads ü. 36. unto the World, Our Lord hath built his Church, and 
the Riglit Confeſſion of this true Faith is the proper 
Rom. x. 9, Key to open it to us. For if thou ſhalt confeſs with 
6 thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine 
Heart, that God hath raiſed him from the Dead, thou 
ſhalt be ſaved. For with the Heart Man believeth unt 
Righteouſneſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion is made 
unto Salvation, 

But may it not with ſome Appearance of Reaſon 
be asked, How can theſe Things be ? In what Senſe 
is it true, that Chriſt is now with his Apoſtles on Earth 
when they are all long ſince departed from it? To 
make out this great Truth, for ſuch we are infallibly 
ſure, that it is, fince he, who cannot lie, hath ſpo- 
ken it, is the propoſed Buſineſs of the ſecond Head of 
this Diſcourſe, . 


II. We read in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, that 

Mark iii. 14. Chriſt called unto him whom he would, and they came 
Luke vi. 13, #nto him, and he ordained tavelve, whom alſo be named 
Matt, x. 6, Apoſtles, that they might be with him, and that be 
| might ſend them forth to preach, at firſt only, to the 
loft Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael. But as Chriſt had 

Jenn x. 16, other Sheep which were not of that Fold, when the Parti- 
| tion 
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tion Wall being thrown down by his Death, they /zkenore 
were to bear his Voice, he enlarged the Commiſſion of his 
Apoſtles, and ſent them into all the World to preach the Mark xvi. 
Goſpel to every Creature; that at length there may be one 
Fold and one Shepherd, Jeſus Chrift the Righteous, the chief Job. xvi. 28, 
Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls; who tells his Apoſtles 

in the Goſpel according to St. John, that he came forth xt Is. 
from the Father, and was come into the World, and that 
he ſhould again leave the World, and go to the Father ; 

but that he would not leave them comfortleſs, in the 
Original it is *Oppavvs, Orphans, but he would pray xi. 18. 
the Father, and he ſhould give them another Comforter, 

that ſhould abide with them for ever. Thus forewarned 

and inſtructed the Apoſtles could not underſtand 

Chriſt to promiſe in the Words of the Text, that he 

would be always perſonally preſent with them in his 

human Nature ; when from himfelf they had been 
: told, that he was now about to leave them ; and im- 
b mediately afterwards aſcended in it before their 
3 Faces into Heaven with attendant Angels chanting ; 

Worthy is the Lamb, that was ſlain to receive Power, p,, „. 13. 
and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and Honour, 

and Glory, and Bleſſing : And according to the Pro- 

phetick Language of the Pſalmiſt, Lift up your Heads, P/al-xxiv. 7. 

O ye Gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting Doors, and 

the King of Glory ſhall come in. And therefore, I ſay, 

although the Apoſtles had been fow of Heart to be- 

keve, and dull of Underſtanding to know, what Chriſt 

and the Prophets had ſpoken ; yet when Chriſt upon 
his Reſurrection, after opening their Underflandings, that 
| B they 
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Luke xxiv. they might underſtand the Scriptures ; and after talking 
43: with them during the Space of forty Days, i. e. from the 
Day of his Reſurrection to that of his Aſcenſion, of 

Aa i. 2. the Things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, had 
Jobn xx. 22. breathed the Holy Ghoſt into them; who vas to teach 
xv. 26. them all J. hings, and to bring all Wings to their Re- 
membrance, whatſcever he had ſaid unto them, they 

could no longer remain ignorant; that the Holy Ghoſt 

xiv. 28. was that Comforter, who was to remain with them 

in his Stead, for Chriſt had expreſly told them fo be- 

fore it came to paſs, that when it came to paſs they 

might believe, And as upon himſelf, when baptized 

in the River Jordan, the Holy Ghoſt deſcended in a 

viſible Shape before his firſt Entrance upon his Miſ- 

ſion, Chriſt promiſed his Apoſtles upon the Day of 

As i. 5. his Aſcenſion, that they ſhould be baptized with the 
Holy Ghoſt not many Days thence : Which, ten Days 
afterwards, upon the Day of Pentecoſt was punctu- 

Aas ii. 1, 2, ally fulfilled ; when being all with one Accord in one 
. Place, ſuddenly there came a Sound from Heaven, as of 
a ruſhing mighty Wind, and it filled all the Place, where 
they were fitting ; and there appeared unto them cloven 

Tongues, like as of Fire, and it ſat upon them, and they 

were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak 

with other Tongues, as the Spirit gave them Utterance 

do enter upon their great Commiſſion of preaching 
Luke xxiv. Repentance, and Remiſſion of Sins to all People in 
* Chriſt's Name; for there were at that Time dwelling at 
Jeruſalem Feus, devout Men out of every Nation under 

Heaven : And the Apoſtles were ſo ſucceſsful in this 

| their 
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their firſt Eſſay, as to bring into the Church no leſs . 
than 3000 Souls, So mightily grew the Word of God, Luke xxiv. 
and prevailed through the Influence of the Holy Ghoft, *** 
till its Sound was gone into all the Earth, and the Words Rem. x. 18. 
of the Apoſtles unto the Ends of the World, the de- 
vout Converts carrying them with them on their 
Return to their own Countries, and ſpreading the glad Rom. x. 15. 
Tidings of Salvation, to prepare the Way for the beauti- 
ful Feet of them, that were to preach the Goſpel of Peace. 

But yet the Queſtion remains, How Chriſt is at 
this Time with the Apoſtles on Earth ? To which I 
ſhall make no Scruple to anſwer ; Chriſt is at this Time 
with his Apoſtles on Earth, and will be with them al- 
way, even unto the End of the World, by the Vicarial 
Preſence of the Holy Ghoſt with their rightful Suc- 
ceſſors. | : 

For the Eleven Apoſtles themſelves, to whom the 
Divine Commiſſion of making Diſciples out of all 
Nations, even unto the End of the World, was im- 
mediately given, both from the Shortneſs of their 
Lives, and from the Smallneſs of their Number, 
were by no means ſufficient for theſe Things; 
and therefore we read, in the Firſt Chapter of their 
Ats, that they, or rather the Holy Ghoſt, Chriſt's 
proper Repreſentative, choſe Matthias in the room 
of the Traytor Fudas, and in the Thirteenth Chap- 
ter of their Acts, and in the Second Verſe, it is 
written, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul for the Work, whereunto I have called them ; and 
in the Performance of it, upon their preaching the 
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Goſpel at Lyra, they are expreſly called Apoſtles in 
the Fourteenth Verſe of the Fourteenth Chapter, and 

His $iv.22. as ſuch they confirmed the Souls of the Diſciples, whom 

23. they converted: And when they had ordained them Elders 

in every Church, and had prayed with Faſting, they com- 
mended them unto the Lord, on whom they had believed; 
and departed io preach the Goſpel to the other Cities alk, 
for therefore were they ſent, till they, and all the other 

2 Tim. iv, Apoſtles having done the Work of Evangeli/ts, and fought 

8. the good Fight of Faith, finiſhed their Courſe in the Ex- 
peftation of a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which Gad the 
Righteous Judge, the Great Emanuel, from whom they 
received their Commiſſion, ſhall give unto every one of them 
at that Day, when he ſhall judge the World in Righteouſ- 
neſs, and reward all Men according to their Works. 


III. When theſe bleſſed Saints and Martyrs, the firſt 
and chief Propagators of the Goſpel were fallen aſleep 
 auith their Fathers; the Queſtion would have returned 

Niem. x. 14. With equal Strength, as from St. Paul, How could they, 
| the Nations, hear without a Preacher? And how could 
they, i. e. with what Authority could the Perſons, that 
were to come after the bleſſed Apoſtles, preach, except 
they were ſent, if they had not been empower'd by them, 
who, fince it was evident from Chriſt's Promiſe of be- 
ing with them aluay, even unto the End of the World 
annexed to their Commiſſion, that it was not to die 
2 Tin. ii. 2. with themſelves, committed it to faithful Men, who 
3 ſhould be able to teach others alſo, For no Man 
could take this Honour upon himſelf, i. e. no Man 

without 


15. 
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without the greateſt Preſumption, and higheſt Offence 
to the Divine Majeſty could take it, but he that ſhould 
be called of God, and fent by him for that Purpoſe. 
Therefore when God the Father thought fit 0 com- 
mand all Men every where to repent, he ſent his own 
well beloved Son, our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
his firſt and chief Apoſtle. Chriſt, when upon his Heb. ii. f. 
Reſurrection he had enter'd upon his Kingdom, and 
all Power was given unto him in Heaven and in Earth 
from God the Father, ſent his Apoſtles ; and that | | 
there might not remain any Doubt of their Miſſion, | 
and Authority coming originally from God the Fa- | 
ther, he expreſly declared, that as God the Father 
ſent him, even jo ſent he them, i. e. with the full Powers 
and Authority for the Execution of their Office, by 
virtue of his own unlimited Authority from his Father. 
In like Manner the Apoſtles ſent their immediate Suc- 
ceſſors. The immediate Succeſſors of the Apoſtles 
ſent others; and thoſe have ſent others in a rightful 
Succeſſion down to this very Day; in which he Right 
Reverend Perſon called to the Holy Office of a Bi- 
ſhop, is to be admitted into the ſacred Succeſſion by 
the Laying-on of the Hands of ſome of the chief 
Apoſtles of our Church, deriving in the due Order 
their Authority from Chriſt, with Prayer, and the In- 
vocation of the Holy Ghoſt, Chriſt's Repreſentative 
in his Church; by whom, when tro or three are ga- put. xv 
thered together in his Name, there is he in the Midſt of 20. 
them. And therefore with good Reaſon may bis moſt 
ſacred Preſence be hoped for to influence, and qualify 


the 


Jobn xx. 21. 
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the Candidate for this high Calling; to preſide over 

the holy Action, and to aſſiſt him afterwards in the 

faithful Diſcharge of the great Trufl committed to 

him; not indeed with the Power of Miracles, and 

thoſe other viſible Gifts of the Spirit, with which the 

Ephe/. vi. Apoſtles were endowed fo wreſtle againſt Fleſh and 
Blood, againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, againſt 
the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, againſt Spiri- 

tual Wickedneſs in high Places in the Propagation of the 

Goſpel : But however with ſuch a Meaſure of Grace, 

if he ſhall fake heed fo himſelf, and give all Diligence to 

make his Calling and Election ſure, as ſhall be abundantly 

ſufficient tor him 20 feed the Flock, over which the Holy 

Ghoſt ſhall make him Overſeer in this our Iſland, which 

through God's eſpecial Favour hath been become long 

fince the Kingdom of our Lord, in the Eſtabliſhment of 

his true Religion. | 

Far, very far be from me the Arrogance of attempt- 

ing to inſtruct my Superiours; but may I not be per- 

mitted to /tir up their pure Minds by way of Remem- 

brance of the Words, which were ſpoken by our Lord 
Matt. v. 13. Jeſus Chriſt to his immediate Apoſtles, Ye are the Salt 
6. of the Earth : Ye are the Light of the World. Let 
” our Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee your 
good Works, and glor: ify your. Father which is in Hea- 
ven, The two Epiſtles of St. Paul to Timothy, con- 
ſecrated by him Biſhop of Epheſus, with that to Titus 
conſecrated by him alſo Biſhop of Crete, were written, 
that they might know how they ought to behave them- 


1 Tim, ili. 


13. ſelves in the Houſe of God, and are not improperly 
termed 


Chrift with bis Church. 


termed the Hierarchical Epiſtles, as containing eſpecial 
Directions for the Behaviour of Biſhops in the good 
Government of their Churches; and therefore St. Au- 
tin particularly recommends it“ to the chief Teachers 
in the Church, 7z. e. to his Epiſcopal Brethren to keep 
theſe Epiſtles before their Eyes for the Rule and Mea- 
ſure of their Conduct. In theſe Epiſtles it is expreſly 
ſaid, O Man of God, follow after Righteouſneſs, Godli- 
neſs, Faith, Love, Patience, Meekneſs, fight the good 1 Tim. vi. 
Fight of Faith, whercunto thou art alſo called, and baſt z. 
profeſſed a good Profeſſion before many Witneſſes. That 
good Thing, which is committed to thee, keep by the Holy 2 Tim. i. 14. 
Ghoſt, which dwelleth in us. Continue thou in the Things 
which thok haſt learned, aud haſt been aſſured of, know- 
ing of whom thou haſt learned them, and that from a 1 Tim. ii. 
Child thou haſt known the Holy Scriptures, which are 14 '5 * 
able to make thee wiſe unto Salvation through Faith, 
which is in Feſus Chriſt, All Scripture is given by In. 
ſpiration of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, for Re- 
proof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, 
that the Man of God may be perfect, throughly furniſh- 
ed unto all good Works, Theſe Things ſpeak, and exhort, 
and rebuke with all Authority; let no Man deſpiſe thee. 
They, that be thus wiſe, ſhall ſhine, as the Brightneſs Dan, xii. +. 
of the Firmament ; and they, that turn many to 
Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever. In the 


Book of Revelations they are the Stars in Chriſt's Rev. l. 29. 
Right Hand. 


Titus ii. 15, 


* De Dettrina Temporum, Lib. 47. Cap. XVI. 
And 
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And now I have been ſpeaking from theſe Apoflolical 


| Writings, I cannot help congratulating our own Feli- 
city, that the holy Fathers of our Church, in reform- 
ing it from the Errors of Popery, were particularly 
careful to model it according to the Doctrines, and 
Directions of the holy Apoſtles, and more eſpecially 
of theſe three Hierarchical Epiſtles ; and to preſerve, 
and keep diſtinct the three ſeveral Orders of the Cler- 
gy, ſet Prejudice but apart, moſt plainly to be found 
in them. 
For we learn expreſly from the Firſt Chapter of St. 
Titwii.5, Paul's Epiſtle to Titus, that he left him in Crete to 
et in Order the Things, that were wanting, and to 
ordain Elders, TIpeoBunipss Presbyters in every City, 
with particular Inſtructions what Sort of Perſon was 
6,7,8,9. beſt qualified for the holy Office, v:z. ſuch an one a 
was blameleſs, the Husband of one Wife having faith- | 
ful Children, not accuſed of Riot, or unruly; not ſelf- 
willed, not ſoon angry, not given to Wine, no Stri- 
ker, not given to filthy Lucre ; but a Lover of Hef. 
pitality, a Lover of good Men, ſober, juſt, holy, tem- 
perate, holding faſt the faithful Word, as he hath | 
been taught, that he may be able by ſound Doctrine 
both to exhort, and to convince Gainſayers. And | 
1 Tim, iii. a, much the ſame Directions St. Paul gives to Timothy | 
Oe. on the ſame Subject, and Directions about Deacons 
| likewiſe ; and afterwards proceeds to give him parti- | 
cular Advice for his Behaviour towards them, Let the N 
Elders, that rule well, be counted worthy of double 


Honour, eſpecially them, that labour in the Wo, : 
an 
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and Doctrine; by receiving a liberal Portion for their 1 Tim. v.17. 


Maintenance, as it ſhould ſeem from the Reaſon gi- 


ven for it by St. Paul, for it is written, Thou ſhalt not Deut. xxv. 
muzzle the Ox, that treadeth out the Corn; and the“ 
Labourer 1s worthy of his Reward. Avail an Elder _ x. Io, 


receive not an Accuſation, but before two, or three Wit- 


neſſes; Them that fin, rebuke before all, that others alſo Far. 20, 


may fear. 
Now all this being fairly conſider'd, Can it with 


Reaſon be denied, that Clergymen of a ſuperior Or- 
der to Presbyters were placed in the Churches of 
great Cities in the Apoſtolical Times, to govern even 
Presbyters, as well as the Deacons, and Laity in TR 
pertaining to God ? 

If to this it be objected, as it is obvious to object, 


that the Perſons to be ordained by Timothy are term- 
ed *'ETiozonus, and Aizxorys, Biſhops, and Deacons ; 


and that the Elders to be ordained by Titus, in rec- 
koning up their Qualifications, are deſcribed by the 


Word Exrioxoros; to have no Diſpute about Words 


we allow, that theſe Words were ſometimes in the 
Days of the Apoſtles indiſcriminately uſed, but at the 
ſame Time we contend, and it is to be hoped, we have 
proved from Scripture, that at the Settlement of the 
Churches of Epheſus, and in Crete, Timothy and Titus 
were placed in them by the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 


tiles in an Order ſuperior to that of Presbyters ; ſince 


they were to rule over, and had Power of ordaining, 
as well as rewarding, and cenſuring Presbyters con- 


ferred upon them, 
C | _ More- 
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P.ilip.ii, 25. 
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Moreover if we look into the Sixth Chapter of the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, we ſhall find there ſeven Dea- 
cons ordained for the Church at Jeruſalem; and in 
the Eleventh Chapter there is expreſs Mention of the 
Elders, FlpesCurtpus, the Presbyters of it; and it is 
the concurrent Teſtimony of Antiquity, that St. 
Fames, as is moſt generally agreed, the Son of Al- 
pheus, one of the Twelve Apoſtles, was choſen by 
the Apoſtles to prefide as Biſhop in that Mother- 
Church, out of a peculiar Regard to his near Rela- 
tion to our Lord according to the Fleſh : And there- 
fore when a Diſſenſion aroſe concerning the Ne- 
ceſſity of Circumciſion for the Gentile Converts, the 
Sentence of St. James was deciſive, that they Hou] 
not be troubled about that Matter. | 

The Truth appears to be this, that where-ever the 
Apoſtles were preſent, one of them preſided in the 
Church; and when any of them ſettled a Church in 
great Cities, they placed ſome one of the Clergy in a 
Rank and Order ſuperior to the reſt, and gave him 
Authority to ordain Presbyters, and Deacons, and to 
reward and puniſh them, as well as others for the 
Good of the Church; and that to theſe chief Rulers, 
the Name of Apoſtles was at firſt communicated ; for 
thus St. Paul ſtiles Epaphroditus, when he was ſending 
him to preſide over the Church at Philippi. And ſo 
he calls Titus and his Brethren in the Eighth Chapter 
of his Second Epiſtle to the Corinthians, and 23d 
Verſe, Whether any do enquire of Titus, he is my Part- 
ner and Fellow-helper concerning you; er our Brethren 


be 


- 
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be enquired of, they are the Apoſtles of the Churches, 
and the Glory of Chriſt ; though in both theſe Places in 
our Enghſh New Teſtament the Word 'AmTooToAcs is 
tranſlated Meſſenger, according to its original Import, 
out of a peculiar Deference as it ſhould ſeem for the 
firſt Apoſtles, and to appropriate the Word Apoſtle 
to them; which appears to have come into Practice 
ſoon after their Deaths, when the Word Exide, 
Biſhop became generally given to that ſuperior Order, 
and to that only, which preſides over all in the Church#, 

Right therefore according to the Scripture Rules, 
and ſquare with the firſt Apoſtolical Churches at Fe- 
ruſalem, at Epheſus, and in Crete, are the three Orders 
of the Clergy in our Church, and we truſt, ſhe is not 
leſs Apoſtolically orthodox in the holy Doctrines, 
which ſhe teaches. 

For it is one of her chief, and moſt diſtinguiſhing 
Articles, that the Holy Scripture according to St. Paul's Article 6, 
Account of it to Timothy lately quoted, contarneth all 
Things neceſſary to Salvation; ſo that whatſoever is not 
read therein, nor may be proved thereby, 1s not to be 


required of any Man, that it ſhould be believed, as an 


Article of Faith, or be thought requiſite, or neceſſary to 

Salvation. She hath tranſlated the Holy Scripture 

faithfully into the Engliſʒ Tongue; and ſhe offers, as 

well as reads it daily in that Tongue to all her Chil- 

dren, that if they pleaſe, they may read, and judge 

for themſelves, becauſe there is Mill for Babes, as well 2, _ 
Ci as 14, 


* See Archbiſhop Potter on Church Gov. C. III. and IV. Hooker's 
Cl Polity, Book VII. Birgham's Eccleſ. Antiquitie;, B. II. 
e. .I, . 
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as ſtrong M eat for thoſe, that have their Senſes exerciſed 


to diſcern bith Good and Evil : And when Difficulties 
occur, which they cannot unravel, we all in our ſeveral 


Orders are ready to aſſiſt them, and that as Helpers of 


their Joy, and not as having Dominion over their Faith. 
And every ſincere Member of our Church, who with 
a meck and humble Heart ſeriouſly thus conſults the 
facred Records of our Religion, muſt grow in Grace, 
and in the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He 
will worſhip, and bleſs God for having been early de- 
dicated to him in Baptiſm, In the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Sou, and of the Holy Ghoſt, in this 
pure Branch of his holy Catholick Church, and 
thereby made a Child of God, a Member of Chrift, and 
an Heir of the Kingdom of Heaven. Likewiſe he will 
worſhip, and bleſs God for being admitted to partici- 


pate of the Bread broken, and of the Wine offered 


at our Lord's Table, after the Example, and in Obe- 
dience to the ſolemn Injunction of Chriſt, who in the 


fame Night that he was betrayed, took Bread, and when 


he had given Thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his 
Diſciples, ſaying, Take, eat, this is my Body, which is 
given for you; this do in Remembrance of me, Like- 
wiſe aſter Supper be took the Cup, and when he has 
given Thanks, he gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all 
of this, for this is my Blood of the New Teſtament, which 


35. ſhed for you, and for many for the Remiſſion of Sins; 


Do this, as oft as ye ſhall drink it, in Remembrance of 


110. Theſe are the Words of this moſt holy Ordi- 
nance, as put together in our Communion Service 
from 
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from St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Luke, who all 

expreſly treat of it. And may we not then apply 

ourſelves to our ſeveral Congregations, and fepeat 

with ſome Degree of Confidence theſe appoſite Words 

of St. Paul ? I ſpeak, as to wiſe Men, judge ye what T ' Cir. x. 15, 
ſay; the Cup of Bleſſing, which we bleſs, is it not 4s 


the Communion of the Body of Chriſt; the Bread 


which we break, is not the Communion of the Body of 
Chriſt ? To which give me Leave to add, the Water 
of Baptiſm which we adminiſter, is it not the true 
Initiation into the Church of Chriſt ? 

It is their great Happineſs to have the Book of God, 
and thoſe two Sacraments, which Chriſt hath ordained 
in his Church, as generally neceſſary to Salvation, offer'd 
to them in the moſt pure Manner ; and with ſuch few, 
but ſignificant Ceremonies, as are moſt agreeable to the 


Apoſtolick Injunction of Decency and Order; and to 1 Cor. xiv. 


be truly taught by Men called of God in a rightful Suc- 4. 
ceſſion from the Apoſtles, 70 ob/erve all Things, what- 
foever Chriſt commanded his Apoſtles to teach them, Lo 
thus, Gop's Holy Name be praiſed! CHRIST is with 
his AposTLEs in our Holy Cuurcn! 

May we all both Clergy, and Laity, in our ſeveral 
Places and Stations be truly thankful for theſe ineſti- 
mable Advantages ; and making a right Uſe of them, 
as the firſt Chriſtians among the Gentiles, adorn the Titus ii, 10. 
Doctrine of our Saviour in all Things, and ſhine as 
Lights in the Midſi of a crooked and perverſe Genera- 
tion! For then, h, thus Chriſt will be with us alway, 
even unto the End of the World, in the Truth of his Holy 


Word, 
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Werd, in the right Adminiſtration of the bleſſed Sacra- 
ments, and by the Vicarial Preſence of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
for the Promiſe is to us, and to our Children, and to all 
that are afar off us, even as many as the Lord our 


God ſhall call, * And may we not then con- 
clude upon the Whole, what is indeed the Truth ? 
That the Church of England is both in its Doctrine, Go- 
vernment, and Worſhip truly Apoſtolical, and comes the 
neareſt up to the Primitive Pattern of any Chriſtian 


Eypbeſ. ii. 19, Church at this Day in the World : In which we are 


 Fellow-Citizens with the Saints, and of the Houſhold of 


Cod; and are built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles, 
and Prophets; Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Cor- 
ner Stone; in whom all the Building fitly framed toge- 
ther groweth unto an holy Temple in the Lord. 
Therefore to God the Father, the Son and the Holy 


Ghoſt be aſcribed all Honour, and Glory, Praiſe, Might, 


Majeſty, and Dominion both now and for ever more, 
Amen. 


* See Archbiſhop Wake's Preface to his Third Edition of the Ge- 
nuine Epiſtles of the Apoſtolica! Fathers. 
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